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Dear Not For Sale Community,

We would like to thank you for your dedication and support as we work on the front lines of forced 

labor and environmental destruction.

While many have been able to start thinking about COVID-19 in a new light, we continue to feel its 

devastating effects. The people we serve are still reeling from COVID-19 and our teams and partners 

continue to operate using newly adapted practices, addressing problems laid bare by the pandemic.

Our impact

Not For Sale were able to help 80,844 survivors and at-risk individuals in 10 countries. We helped over 

70,000 people by providing access to an array of services – such as skills training, jobs, access to 

capital, clean water, social services, education, trafficking prevention and more.

People and Planet

The work we’ve carried out for almost 20 years has addressed extreme exploitation across the globe 

and led us to two major takeaways:

1.The economic conditions in many of the places we work require decades to elevate entire 

communities out of desperate conditions. This long-term engagement can take the form of traditional 

philanthropy, healthy governance and the careful cultivation of healthy financial systems.

2. Many of the people clearing our planet’s rain forests and digging up minerals are doing so under the 

condition of forced labor. It’s often the most exploited people who are forced to extract the planet’s 

resources. So, addressing exploitation at the crossroads of people and planet is critical to our future. 

Only through the multi-pronged empowerment of at-risk people in places like the Amazon and Central 

African rain forests will we see a planet where we are truly Not For Sale.

In gratitude,

FROM NOT FOR SALE’S FOUNDERS 



Nearly everything we consume — from clothing, to the batteries 

in our cell phones, to the fish we eat — has forced labor and 

exploitation hidden somewhere inside its production.

Not For Sale envisions a future without exploitation and forced 

labor — where everyone has access to dignified opportunities 

and the resources they need to thrive. 

in PROFIT is created  
through exploitation 
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children aged 5-17 
are in child labor.

people worldwide are  
effected by modern 
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sex-trafficked persons 
are exploited in Asia 
and the Pacific region.

of those affected  
by human trafficking  
are female.
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The first step 

In 2000, David Batstone discovered there was 

a human trafficking ring at a neighbourhood 

restaurant, and began writing a book about 

human trafficking called ‘Not For Sale’. In his 

research, he met a woman named Kru Nam in 

Northern Thailand, who was rescuing street 

children from exploitation, including labor and 

sex trafficking.

Kru Nam and the children were living in an 

empty field, begging for food, with no means 

to build a house. Not For Sale started as an 

intention to raise enough funding to build a 

house for them — and ended up as a village for 

150 children.

Delivering our work worldwide 

Taking this intention across the globe, Not For 

Sale built shelters, schools and entrepreneurial 

platforms – using anti-trafficking awareness 

and a Silicon Valley mindset to end trafficking 

and create opportunity.

Over the course of a decade, we built 

relationships with some of the indigenous 

communities in Madre de Dios, a remote 

region of the Peruvian Amazon, and learned 

extreme environmental degradation had led to 

deep disruption of local life. During this time, 

we deployed a multi-layered commitment 

with the Amazonian communities – ranging 

from deforestation programming, supply 

chain resiliency, enterprise development, 

environmental training and so much more. 

What resulted was a reduction of extreme 

vulnerability in these communities.

Moving forward 

This trailblazing method of engagement in Peru 

will continue to inform our approach moving 

ahead, by addressing both the environmental 

and human needs everywhere we work.

FROM ONE HOUSE,  
TO A GLOBAL MOVEMENT



We have a model that allows for  

100% of all donations  

from individual supporters to go straight to impact and 

the people who need it most. 

Not For Sale grows self-sustaining social projects  

and purpose-driven business to end  

exploitation and forced labor.

These enterprises create opportunities, 

and return revenue to those who need it most.

A BETTER WAY
"TRUE COMPASSION IS MORE THAN FLINGING 

A COIN TO A BEGGAR, IT COMES TO SEE THAT 

AN EDIFICE WHICH PRODUCES BEGGARS  

NEEDS RESTRUCTURING"

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR



NOT FOR SALE  
PROJECTS 2022



This year, Not For Sale supported survivors and at-

risk individuals from Peru, The Netherlands, Thailand, 

Vietnam, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda, 

Mozambique, Rwanda, and South Africa.

We have supported over 352,149 at-risk people 

since 2007. 

In each country, we also do research and development 

to create a self-sustaining enterprise that supports our 

direct service work.  

 

Not For Sale direct services include: 

• Long-term housing

• Counseling, therapy, and psychosocial support

• Extensive medical care

• Legal services 

 

• Education

• Job readiness and training programs

• Entrepreneurship seed funding

WHERE WE WORK



We have made change for for 80,844 people, 

including:

• Over 8,497 survivors and exploited people 

were provided extensive direct services. 

• As a result, an additional 72,347 people were 

provided access to an array of services such 

as jobs, skills training, access to capital, clean 

water, social services, education, trafficking 

prevention, & more. 

 

Not For Sale direct services include: 

• Long-term housing

• Counseling, therapy, and psychosocial support

• Extensive medical care

• Legal services

• Education

• Job readiness and training programs

• Entrepreneurship seed funding

• Nutrition and clean water

IN 2022...



NOT FOR SALE  
VIETNAM



MINH IS NOT FOR SALE

Minh was born in 2004 in a remote mountain 

village. Minh had a very difficult childhood, 

and ran away from home he was just 6 years 

old. When he was 10, Minh was adopted by a 

woman in Hanoi and was able to begin school. 

Minh is a smart boy, and for a while he got good 

scores in school. But the traumatic experiences 

he had been through made it very difficult 

for Minh to cope. He started to bully other 

classmates and misbehave at home. Family 

conflicts happened more and more often, 

and caused both Minh and his mother a lot 

of stress. Eventually, Minh left and he had his 

adoptive mother cut ties. 

For some time, Minh made a living serving 

meals and drinks at a street food stall by day 

and slept on the pavement or in the security 

guard’s booth by night.  

A social worker from Blue Dragon met Minh in 

2017. Minh was guarded at the beginning, but 

after many visits Minh began to open up, and 

eventually he felt ready to receive help.

At the shelter, Minh kept his distance from 

other children, and would often get involved in 

fights. Recognising this behaviour was a result 

of the deep suffering Minh carried with him, the 

social workers encouraged and supported Minh 

to engage in different activities like football, hip-

hop, running, and leadership training. They also 

encouraged Minh to join in psychology sessions 

at Blue Dragon. 

Little by little, Minh became more open. He 

started sharing his feelings with more ease, 

and his aggressive behaviour decreased. And 

once his wounds began to heal, he felt ready 

to reconnect with his mother, who he now calls 

regularly. 
 

Minh completed a vocational training course to 

become a barista, and he was recently hired to 

work at a coffee shop.



ABOUT NOT FOR SALE VIETNAM

Up until 2016, Vietnamese authorities refused 

to acknowledge the cases of trafficking and 

exploitation for men and boys.

Not For Sale partnered with Blue Dragon to create 

the first housing for young boys that had been 

sexually or otherwise exploited in Vietnam.  

We provide support for the street boys in Hanoi 

who frequent internet cafes, cafes where they are 

contacted by traffickers and abusers. We offer crisis 

care to kids on the street 24/7, from emergency 

shelter and healthcare, to food and clothes. 

 

“I loving being with other kids having dinner. It’s 
a great time for us to talk and share everything 
about our day.” - Trung, who lives in the Not For 

Sale shelter

During the first three months of the year, most 

children and our staff at the shelters got infected 

with COVID-19. During this time, activities had to 

be postponed, training courses were delayed, and 

adjustments to our rosters had to be made to 

ensure we continued to provide exceptional care. 

Now, children have been able to return to school and 

resume all of their activities. Some children have 

caught the virus recently, but all of their symptoms 

were mild and they were able to recover solely with 

the care received at our shelters, and without having 

to be admitted to hospitals. 

All children aged 12 and over living in the shelters 

have been vaccinated since January 2022.

Although the peak of the pandemic seems to have 

passed, children will likely still need health checks 

and covid-prevention supplies such as masks and 

test kits. 



NOT FOR SALE VIETNAM  
OUR IMPACT IN NUMBERS

CHILDREN WERE 

CONTACTED BY  

OUTREACH WORKERS

CHILDREN WERE 

HOUSED AT THE  
NOT FOR SALE SHELTER

NOT FOR SALE VIETNAM

HAS ALSO INDIRECTLY SERVED

85 TOTAL PEOPLE THIS YEAR

17 
were assisted with 
disabilities services, 
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careers preparation, 
counselling or other 
services

IN 2022, NOT FOR SALE VIETNAM SERVED 17 PEOPLE DIRECTLY, INCLUDING … 
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For each person served directly with Not For Sale Vietnam, an 

estimated 5 people are impacted. A family in a big city is normally 3 to 

5 people, a family in the countryside or in mountainous areas may have 

up to 5-14 people. From this, we estimate an average family size of 5 

people. 

The cyclical effect of poverty, abuse, lack of care and support is 

being addressed at many levels: The program offered by Not For Sale 

Vietnam to the children helps them develop personal values, skills 

and knowledge. Our social workers work closely with the parents 

and families, especially when children return home, for better care of 

children. We liaise with the police, schools, and communities to raise 

awareness and provide practical information about child protection and 

care. 

This broad approach breaks the cycle within one to two generations.  

Many of our kids are now parents with their own businesses, and 

working in secure jobs. In addition, Blue Dragon’s work with the 

government has brought about changes in the laws to protect children.

NOT FOR SALE VIETNAM  
INTERRUPTING THE CYCLE



Blue Dragon kids celebrated the Lunar New Year together online for the 

yearly Tet Awards ceremony. Our team organized performances and 

activities to ensure children had a great time to start their holiday.

Some of the children joined in a trip to the countryside to enjoy 

therapeutic activities, connect with nature, and enjoy of joyful moments 

with other people. 

A large group of Blue Dragon kids took part in a race in the mountains 

of Northern Vietnam. Many of the children really enjoy this activity, and 

Blue Dragon’s running club keeps growing. 

The psychologists and social workers at Blue Dragon organized a 

training course called “Flourish” for girls aged 12-16 who are facing 

some challenges. The training is aimed at helping the girls blossom as 

confident individuals who are able to realize their potential, identify 

their goals in life and overcome challenges to build independent and 

meaningful futures. 

NOT FOR SALE VIETNAM  
FREE2PLAY



NOT FOR SALE  
THAILAND



Not For Sale Thailand concentrates on the education of stateless 

children from neighboring Myanmar. Due to the difficulties in enrolling 

in any official Thai school while being stateless, these children struggle 

to get an education and are aggressively targeted by human traffickers. 

The Akha communities in Northern Thailand are also among the Not 

For Sale focus communities. 

On Children’s Day this year in Thailand, Kru Nam and some of the 

children from the Not For Sale shelter visited the Chiang Saen 

municipality to ask for help in getting Thai identification cards for the 

children who are stateless. Part of the celebration of Children’s Day is 

the chance for children to ask for something big from an adult. Because 

of this ask, 32 children will get identification cards helping them to go 

to school, receive healthcare, and stay long-term and safe in Thailand. 

Having an identification card means that these children exist legally, 

helping to protect them from crimes like sexual exploitation and labor 

trafficking. 

Kru Nam is also succeeding in enrolling children who have left school 

in a high school equivalency course. By enrolling in the equivalency 

course, these children are able to continue their education and become 

eligible for an identification card. So far, 8 children have received their 

identification cards this way. 

STATELESS CHILDREN ARE NOT FOR SALE



ABOUT NOT FOR SALE THAILAND

Not For Sale Thailand supports more than 100 

children each year through shelter, long-term 

housing, healthcare, food, and education.

We constructed and expanded a children’s home 

to offer shelter and long-term housing for youth 

rescued from exploitation. We provide the children 

safety, stability, nutritious meals and medical care. 

All children are enrolled in primary, secondary, or 

university education. The home includes a library 

and computer center and provides opportunities 

for experiences such as growing an organic farm.

Most of the children at Not For Sale Thailand 

are stateless, meaning they are citizens of no 

country, including Thailand. The Covid-19 vaccine 

in Thailand isn't widely available and there is a 

concern that it won’t be made available at all by 

the Thai health care system to the kids who don't 

have Thai nationality. 

There is less support in the area due to the 

pandemic and poor economic conditions. This 

has left many more vulnerable to traffickers. 

Labor trafficking, sexual exploitation, and even 

organ harvesting is on the rise. Outreach is more 

vital than ever to keep in touch with vulnerable 

children, and focusing on vocational training for 

both parents and children. 



NOT FOR SALE THAILAND  
OUR IMPACT IN NUMBERS 

AT THE SHELTER
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IN 2022, THROUGH NOT FOR SALE THAILAND
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Until recently, our Rescue Center along the border of Myanmar was 

closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic and outreach in Myanmar has 

been nearly non-existent. Myanmar has not taken actions to stop 

the spread of Covid-19 and many people have suffered near the 

Thailand-Myanmar border. It is not safe for our outreach workers to 

enter Myanmar to continue their work. It is very difficult for us to watch 

this unfold and we are ready to begin work again as soon as we are 

permitted. Now that the center has reopened, on the Thailand side of 

the border, many people are returning for help. 

Yai has worked in the Burmese market on the Myanmar side of the 

border, and sold goods to tourists like DVDs and e-cigarettes. He came 

before the pandemic to HIV training/testing at the Rescue Center. He 

was helpful in outreach to the other young adults that worked in the 

market, and would come to trainings often. 

When the Rescue Center finally re-opened, everyone was surprised 

to see Yai stop by as their first official visitor. A lot has happened: he 

got married, had a baby and recently got divorced. He came seeking 

help as he has been drinking to excess daily and has felt hopeless. He 

remembered the support and kindness he received from the Rescue 

Center staff in the past and was happy to reconnect and receive 

counseling there again. He has been attending addiction trainings and 

spending time with the social workers. The Rescue Center staff are also 

working on getting Yai access to a COVID-19 vaccine.

NOT FOR SALE THAILAND:  
YAI IS NOT FOR SALE



NOT FOR SALE  
NETHERLANDS



“About a year ago I started the orientation course at the Dignita 

Academy. It was exciting to step out of my familiar environment. It was 

nice to be with a group of like-minded people and to feel connected 

without explicitly talking about what had happened to us.

After the orientation training, I followed the nail course and the barista 

course. At the moment I am doing an internship at the restaurant.

I liked the nails styling and the barista training the most. I had already 

started a nail styling course at home, but found it quite difficult. In 

the Dignita training it was nice to be with a group and to receive 1 on 

1 lessons from a teacher. I really liked the creative aspect of “making 

something out of nothing”. I also really liked the barista training. I have 

learned a lot about coffees and I also enjoy being able to make different 

coffees myself during my internship.

I would like to follow the master nail training to possibly start my own 

business one day and I would like to learn about being an independent 

entrepreneur. In addition, I would like to continue working in Dignita's 

restaurant in the short term after my internship.

Ultimately, I think it would be great fun to do something for the 

foundation; for example, giving the barista training or to guide the nail 

styling training. It would feel like some kind of giving back: I've had the 

same kind of experiences as most trainees.

I am very grateful that I was able to participate in the various training 

sessions. I have much more self-confidence and the confidence that I 

can be an example for my two children. I am proud of myself!”

MARJOLEIN  IS NOT FOR SALE



ABOUT NOT FOR SALE 
NETHERLANDS & DIGNITA 

Not For Sale Netherlands was founded in 

2012 to help trafficking survivors.

The program began as a way to offer culinary job 

training to women from all over the Netherlands who 

had been exploited, and were living in a shelter. The 

women were taught how to make nutritious soup, 

delivered and sold by volunteers to women working 

in Amsterdam’s Red Light District. 

Through this direct service, we had insight — not 

only were we offering food to people who needed 

it, but we also saw that the women in the program 

were more confident and better equipped to create 

a different life for themselves. In short, they had 

skills to create economic opportunity. 

We created a restaurant, Dignita, to offer culinary 

training to exploited people, and eventually hire 

them in the restaurant. All restaurant profits are 

returned to the social enterprise. 

There are now three highly successful restaurants, a 

catering prep center, a beauty training program, and 

a specialized accountancy firm.  



TRAINING CENTER

In 2019, Not For Sale Netherlands opened its own 

training center in Amsterdam-West.

The training center has a spacious professional 

kitchen and classroom. Trainees learn to prepare 

healthy soups in the kitchen. The space is also 

used for lessons in hygiene, basics in cooking, 

facilities, and hosting. Thanks to the classroom, 

trainees also learn theory in all things culinary-

related.

Because the center also serves as a production 

center for the Dignita Amsterdam brunch 

restaurants, trainees also intern and receive 

intensive one-on-one guidance from our chefs.

This beautiful location offers our trainers all the 

possibilities to guide the development of the 

trainees as well as possible, making professional 

growth a maximum priority.

Not For Sale The Netherlands’ third restaurant 
in Amsterdam is directly across from the Not 
For Sale training center, and is part of the 
training program.

The women and men who are enrolled in 
the training program can be more easily 
introduced to the Dignita restaurant and 
can directly witness how the delicious and 
healthy soups they have helped to make are 
being enjoyed by the customers. They can see 
how important they are for the continuity of 
the training program and in creating self-
sustainability for the social enterprise.



CONTINUED  EXPANSION

Ukraine

About 2,000 refugees from Ukraine are now living in 

Amsterdam. NFS Netherlands has been in contact with 

shetler to find ways to help. We know that exploitation 

takes place when people find themselves in vulnerable 

situations. Many of the refugees are women who arrived 

alone, or with their children, and men have stayed back in 

Ukraine. Many need to work, and many feel guilty about 

being in a safe country when their family members are not. 

NFS Netherlands empowers people by giving them the 

education they need to find their own dignity. We began 

offering English classes, hospitality training, labor law 

education, and introduction to employers. Many continued 

on with a barista training course, production techniques, 

and continued English courses. 

Accounting

Many of our Dignita course trainees have financial 

problems. Much of these troubles come from incorrect 

accounting or information about their tax obligation. This 

inspired NFS Netherlands to set up an administrative 

office to help our clients with bookkeeping, and financial 

education. We are also hoping to develop an administration 

course for Dignita Academy, so our trainees can also work in 

this sector. Two trainees have successfully completed this 

course. We call our new program FAIR: Freedom through 

Awareness to get Insight to take on Responsibility. We have 

already seen an enormous impact. Clients and trainees 

are able to control their financial situations, solve their tax 

issues, and regain peace of mind and feel more free. 

Computers

Most of our trainees do not have computers at home, so we 

are looking for opportunities to give access to computers to 

our trainees. Our computer course prepares trainees for the 

e-learning courses we are currently developing, created in 

2021. 

Beauty Course

Trainees have  told us that their ambition is to take part in 

a beauty course. To now we have trained in the hospitality 

industry, and to create freedom we need to create even more 

options for our trainees. We began a course in nail art at the 

Netherlands Beauty School. Before the course, trainees take 

a 40-week course at Chanel in Amsterdam, learning about 

make-up, self-care, and sales. 

The training at the Netherlands Beauty School trains in 

gel and acrylic nails. The cost is 1000 euro, and trainees 

contribute 250 euro toward this. This is the first course we 

allow trainees to put in money for, to encourage ownership 

for the course and to buy into their own future. 



NOT FOR SALE  
NETHERLANDS & DIGNITA  
OUR IMPACT IN NUMBERS
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IN 2022, AT NOT FOR SALE NETHERLANDS...
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Many Dignita trainees who have survived work in an exploitative 

industry came from Uganda, Nigeria, Brazil, and Pakistan.

Most of the survivors was exploited in the sex industry, the others in 

domestic servitude or labor trafficking.

About one third of the survivors have children in their home country, 

with an average family size of 3 children. In some cases, survivors 

are later on able to bring their children or family members to the 

Netherlands. 

Not only the life of the trainee has changed, but also the next generation 

can be affected — we are interrupting the cycle of poverty and abuse, 

leading to a lessening of trafficking worldwide. 

NOT FOR SALE NETHERLANDS & DIGNITA 
INDIRECT IMPACT



NOT FOR SALE  
PERU




































































